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Portraits of Whitelaw Reid's Parents Are "Back Home"
CEDARVILLE, OHIO -- Portraits of Robert and Marion Reid, parents of the village of Cedarville's most
prominent newspaper editor and political leader, Whitelaw Reid, have been returned to their
homestead in Cedarville.
The portraits, which were housed in Cedarville University's Centennial Library for the past 30 years,
were given to Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine and his wife, Fran, by Cedarville University president Dr. Thomas
White in a private presentation at the DeWines’ residence in Cedarville. Robert and Marion Reid were
the original owners of the home.
The presentation took place on Friday, May 7, 48 years to the day after the governor’s residence was
placed on the national historic registry. In addition to the university's library, the portraits also were part
of the decor at the Cedarville Opera House in the village of Cedarville.
Whitelaw Reid was born in 1837 in the home, and he lived in the residence until relocating to New York
to work as a newspaper editor. He graduated from Miami University (Oxford) in 1856, which is also Gov.
DeWine’s alma mater. During the Civil War, Whitelaw Reid was an acclaimed correspondent for the
Cincinnati Gazette, and in 1868 he joined the New York Tribune. He later went on to become
an ambassador to France from 1889-1892 under President Benjamin Harrison, and was Harrison's vice
presidential candidate for his potential second term as president. Harrison, however, lost his re-election.
Whitelaw's connection to the village of Cedarville runs deep, although he didn't live in Cedarville after
he moved to New York. Still, it was Whitelaw who brought the architectural plans for the current
Cedarville Opera House, built in 1833, to the village from England. In 1905, Whitelaw Reid assisted
Cedarville College in gaining a donation from Andrew Carnegie to construct a new library for the college
and community. It opened in 1908, and he later donated funds to the Reformed Presbyterian Church in
Cedarville, Ohio, built in 1902 and to Grace Baptist Church, to purchase a Tiffany stained-glass window in
memory of his father, Robert Charlton Reid.
Whitelaw Reid died in London, England, in 1912.
The portraits have been in the possession of the university as the result of a bequest from the estate of
Vera Andrew Harvey, class of 1903. In a letter to former Cedarville alumni director Gary Kuhn dated
September 5, 1983, Harvey describes how her family came into possession of the portraits. Below are
several pertinent portions from the letter:
“During one of the many times when we were residents of Cedarville there was quite a sale out at the
Reid farm. I did not attend but my husband did and purchased the Reid pictures that now hang in my
front room here … . After the purchase of these pictures, with the lovely Florentine frames, an overture
was made for the purchase of these by the Greene Co. Historical Association … . Fortunately, my husband
paid no attention to the overture. Had they been there when the tornado struck, April 3, 1974, they

would not now be hanging in my home … . I cannot understand why the son was not at the sale of the
personal things. Those beautiful Florentine frames and pictures surely should have remained in the
family … . The pictures in their frames are now bequeathed to Cedarville College. I think it is more
appropriate for Cedarville to have them. I am sure you will be glad to put them in an appropriate place.”
Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist institution
with an enrollment of 4,550 undergraduate, graduate, and online students in more than 150 areas of
study. Founded in 1887, Cedarville is one of the largest private universities in Ohio, recognized nationally
for its authentic Christian community, rigorous academic programs, and retention rates, accredited
professional and health science offerings, and high student engagement ranking. For more information
about the University, visit www.cedarville.edu.

